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SUBJECT: ETHIOPIAN DELEGATION VISITS BOTSWANA 
REF: A) STATE 76126 B) ADDIS ABABA 2005 

1 . SUMMARY: A THREE-MAN ETHIOPIAN DELEGATION COMPOSED OF 
DERGUE MEMBER MAJOR NADEW ZECHARIAS, LEADER OF DELEGATION, 

ATO ASSEFEW LEGGESE, HEAD OF RESEARCH DEPARTMENT, MINISTRY OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS, AND ATO MENGESTE DESTA, ETHIOPIAN AMBASSADOR 
TO KENYA, UGAND AND TANZANIA, VISITED BOTSWANA APRIL 3-6. 

DURING STAY THEY MET WITH PRESIDENT SERETSE KHAMA AND MINISTERS 
MOGWE AND KWELAGOBE, OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS AND INFORMATION, 
RESPECTIVELY. ANNOUNCED PURPOSE OF VISIT WAS TO DELIVER 
MESSAGE TO HELP ACQUAINT PRESIDENT KHAMA AND GOB WITH ACHIE- 
VEMENTS OF DERGUE, WHICH OVERTHREW THE PREVIOUS FEUDAL 

MONARCHY WHICH WAS BENT ON EXPLOITING THE ETHIOPIAN MASSES . 

END SUMMARY. 

2.. MAJOR ZECHARIAS WAS SPOKESMAN FOR THE ETHIOPIAN DELEGATION 
AT MEETING WITH LOCAL PRESS FOLLOWING THREE-DAY STAY IN BOTSWA- 
NAD DURING WHICH IT DELIVERED MESSAGE FROM HEAD OF STATE MARIAM 
TO PRESIDENT KHAMA. IN ADDITION TO ELABORATING PURPOSE OF VISIT 
NOTED ABOVE, DELEGATION HEAD ZECHARIAS OUTLINED ETHIOPIA S 
POLICIES AND PURPOSES TO PRESS IN FOLLOWING TERMS: 

A) ETHIOPIA SUPPORTS LIBERATION MOVEMENTS BECAUSE OAU IS 
HEADQUARTERED IN HIS COUNTRY AND ETHIOPIA IS A MEMBER OF OAU 
LIBERATION COMMITTEE, 
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B) ETHIOPIA IS APPRECIATIVE OF THE SACRIFICES MADE BY 
BOTSWANA AND OTHER FRONT-LINE STATES IN LIBERATING BLACK 
PEOPLE IN SOUTHERN AFRICA STILL UNDER COLONIAL DOMINATION, 

C) ZECHARIAS SAID DERGUE HAD UNDERTAKEN A PROGRAM OF 
POLITICIZING ETHIOPIAN MASSES SO THAT WHEN THEY ARE FULLY 
CONSCIOUS OF THEIR RIGHTS WE CAN HAND POWER TO THEM . HE 
DECLINED TO DISCLOSE WHEN POWER WOULD BE HANDED BACK TO CIVILIANS, 
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D) SOCIALISM IS THE DECLARED POLICY, ITS PURPOSE IS TO ENSURE 
EQUALITY AND IUSTICE AMONG THE MASSES . TO IMPLEMENT IT, 

60,000 STUDENTS, TEACHERS, PROFESSORS HAVE BEEN DISPATCHED 
TO RURAL AREAS TO MAKE MASSES AWARE OF DERGUE LIBERATION FROM 
STARVATION, IGNORANCE, DISEASE . 

E) ZECHARIAS EXPLAINED THAT FEUDAL LAND TENANT SYSTEM HAS 
BEEN ABOLISHED AND LAND NATIONALIZED AND GIVEN TO PEASANTS, 

500 SQUARE METERS PER PERSON (SIC), 

F) MEANS OF PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION HAVE BEEN LOCALIZED 
AND FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS NO LONGER PROFIT MAKING ORIENTED , 

G) RE ERITREA, ZECHARIAS SAID ARABS ARE BEHIND ERITREAN 
PROBLEM BECAUSE THEY WANT TO CONTROL THE RED SEA AND ARE 
THUS VIOLATING UN AND OAU CHARTRS, 

H) DERGUE IS DECENTRALIZING POWER TO RELIGIOUS AND ETHNIC 
GROUPS WHO ARE ALLOWED SELF-DETERMINATION THROUGH REGIONAL 
AUTONOMY . 

I) FORMER ETHIOPIAN DERGUE CHIEFS WERE ASSASSINATED BECAUSE 
THEY WANTED TO MONOPOLIZE POWER. THEY WERE EXTREME LEFTISTS. 

3. COMMENT: WE HAVE, AS YET, NO REACTION, PUBLIC OR PRIVATE, 

TO THE VISIT OF THE ETHIOPIAN DELEGATION. COMMENT WHEN RECEIVED 
WILL BE REPORTED SEPTEL. 

4. DEPARTMENT REPEAT AS DESIRED. 

NORLAND 
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